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RESEARCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 February 2016 

6th floor Council Chamber at the Royal College of Anaesthetists 
 

Members: 
Prof Robert Sneyd Chair 
Dr Olly Boney Priority Setting Partnership Coordinator 
Dr Maria Chazapis Co-optee: Regional Anaesthesia UK 
Ms Sharon Drake  RCoA Director of Education and Research 
Prof Mike Grocott Co-optee: Director Health Services Research Centre & NIHR CLN Lead 
Mr Dave Hepworth  Co‐optee: RCoA Lay Committee 
Dr Jonathan Kendall Co-optee: Association of Cardiothoracic Anaesthetists 
Dr Ramani Moonesinghe Co-optee: Deputy Director Health Services Research Centre 
Prof Monty Mythen Chair National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia Board 
Dr Mike Nathanson Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland/Anaesthesia 
Prof Rupert Pearse Co-optee: Clinical Trials Network Director 
Dr Felicity Plaat Co-optee: Obstetric Anaesthetists’ Association 
Apologies: 
Prof Helen Galley Co-optee: Anaesthetic Research Society  
Dr Simon Howell  Co‐optee: Vascular Anaesthesia Society of Great Britain & Ireland 
Dr Andrew Klein Anaesthesia Editor in Chief 
Prof Dave Lambert Co-optee: NIAA Grant Officer 
Dr Rob McCahon Co-optee: Society for Education in Anaesthesia UK 
Dr Iain Moppett Co-optee: British Journal of Anaesthesia Grants Officer 
Prof Jaideep J Pandit Co-optee: Difficult Airway Society 
Dr Bernadette Ratnayake  Co-optee: British Society of Orthopaedic Anaesthetists  
Dr Suellen Walker Co-optee: Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland 
Prof Nigel Webster British Journal of Anaesthesia 
Dr Matt Wiles Neuroanaesthesia and Critical Care Society of Great Britain & Ireland 
In attendance: 
Mrs Alexandra Brent RCoA Perioperative Medicine Programme Coordinator 
Mr James Goodwin RCoA Research Manager  
Dr David Highton Trainee Representative, NIAA Board 
Ms Pamela Hines Committee Secretary (NIAA Coordinator) 
Prof Phil Hopkins Attending on behalf of the British Journal of Anaesthesia 
Dr Tony Wilkes Attending on behalf of the Difficulty Airway Society 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting, particularly Ms Hines who was attending her first NIAA meeting.  
Apologies were noted as above. 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The confidential and non-confidential minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5 November 2015 were 
approved as a correct record. 
 
ACTION: NIAA Administrator to upload the non-confidential minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5 

November 2015 to the NIAA website. 
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NIAARC/02.2016/3 MATTERS ARISING NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 
 

3.1 NIAARC/21/2015 NIAA Grants 
The NIAA statement on signing Peer Reviews for grant applications as uploaded onto the NIAA website 
was presented for information.  

 
NIAARC/02.2016/4 GOVERNANCE 
 
4.1 NIAA Strategy 

The NIAA strategy document was presented for discussion.  Prof Hopkins raised some issues with the 
strategy in relation to the content and phrasing of particular parts of the document, which he felt could 
be expanded to more explicitly refer to elements such as NIHR portfolio adoption.    There was some 
discussion as to the merits of referencing the research priorities identified by the James Lind Alliance 
Priority Setting Partnership The Council agreed that it was important for all partners to support the 
strategy, and that it was incumbent upon representatives present at these meetings to report back to 
their organisations and important that they could speak for them when at Council meetings.  It was 
agreed that Prof Hopkins would take 10 days to suggest amendments to the strategy document.  It was 
agreed that these would be minor amendments as the general thrust of the document was agreed. 

 
ACTION: Prof Hopkins to submit suggested amendments to strategy document within 10 days. 

 
4.2 NIAA Terms of Reference 
 The Chair provided a verbal update on the proposed governance arrangements, stating that a draft 

Terms of Reference document has been circulated to the Founding partners, making suggestions for 
adjustments to the Council and Board, based on the recognition that there was often repetition of items 
and reporting across the two meetings.  It was proposed that Board meeting should focus on Founding 
and Principal Funding partners engaging in more detailed overarching strategy, with the Council meeting 
remaining in its current format.  A deadline of two weeks has been set for comments on the circulated 
document, before distributing to all members for further and final comment.  

 
ACTION: Ms Drake to circulate draft Terms of Reference with a deadline of 18th February for comments. 

 
NIAARC/02.2016/5 NIAA GRANTS  
The Chair presented the NIAA Grant Officer’s report for information. A discussion followed about the 
recruitment process for a deputy Grant Officer as Prof Lambert’s term will end in 2017. It is proposed 
advertising will be placed in July & September journals and interviews held in November. There will be a 
comprehensive handover with Prof Lambert. There was discussion over the allocation of 1 PA per week; it was 
felt this is an accurate reflection of the role as a whole. 
 
An interim grant report from Dr Roshan Fernando was presented for information. 
 
A verbal update on the John Snow iBSc Awards was provided by Ms Hines. It was noted the deadline was set 
for 31st March and there had been no applications so far. A discussion followed over whether the advert had 
been circulated to the Medical Schools Council, as well as whether moving towards allowing intercalating onto 
MSc courses should be considered in future. It was felt that although this move would be welcomed it 
wouldn’t be a good idea at this stage as we had already gone out to advert, and should instead be announced 
at the start of the next round. Dr Nathanson offered to work with Ms Drake on this. 

 
ACTION:  Ms Hines to check whether the John Snow Award advert has been circulated to the MSC. 
ACTION:  Dr Nathanson to work with Ms Drake to update the rubric in time to advertise the 2017 Awards. 

 
NIAARC/02.2016/6 NIHR SPECIALTY GROUP ‘ANAESTHESIA, PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE AND PAIN 

MANAGEMENT’ 
Prof Grocott presented his paper summarising the work and structure of the NIHR Specialty Group. Profs 
Mythen and Sneyd plan to write to Prof Leuwer to offer thanks for his work as Industry Lead on this group.  
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ACTION: Prof Sneyd and Prof Mythen to write to Prof Leuwer. 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/7 RCoA AWARDS 
The Chair provided a verbal update on the British Oxygen Company Grant, noting that 19 applications had 
been received. Eight reviewers scored and ranked the applications, and 5 short listed candidates are being 
interviewed at RCoA on Thursday 11 February. Prof Sneyd mentioned the impressive standard of applications 
overall.  
 
NIAARC/02.2016/8 ANAESTHESIA AND PERIOPERATIVE CARE PRIORITY SETTING PARTNERSHIP 
The Chair presented a written update from Dr Boney for information.   
 
NIAARC/02.2016/9 HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH CENTRE 
Prof Grocott presented his paper on HSRC activities for information. Congratulations were offered to Dr 
Moonesinghe on her appointment as the new HSRC Director beginning 1st April. Thanks were expressed to Prof 
Grocott on his performance as inaugural Director which has been appreciated.  
 
NIAARC/02.2016/10 CLINICAL TRIALS NETWORK 
Prof Pearse presented his paper for discussion. It was noted that the CTN will be launching at the Annual 
Scientific Meeting on 14 April.  It was discussed that it should be considered that the Board will lead the 
Network, rather than the partners.  Prof Mythen mentioned that the proposed NIAA Terms of Reference refers 
to this.  The general principle was agreed by the Council. 
 
More information was requested on membership of the CTN Board and the Terms of Reference.  Prof Pearse 
explained that the Board consists of two Surgeons, a Trainee Rep, members of the CTN Working Group, and a 
representative from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. The aim is to develop a network of 
Investigators and promote recruitment to trials, not to get involved in the design of the trial itself. The website 
is close to going live – it is planned that the website would be ready in time for the launch event on 14 April, to 
allow attendees to sign-up to the Network on the day. 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/11 NIAA COMMUNICATIONS 
 
11.1 Communications Activity 

Ms Hines presented her paper for information. It was noted that some partners do not currently have a 
link to the NIAA website on their own site; those that do not were encouraged to do so.  

 
ACTION: All members whose organisations do not provide link to NIAA website to ensure this is corrected. 
 
11.2 NIAA Publications 

Mr Goodwin reported that the call for articles for the NIAA Comprehensive Review 2014-15 had been 
sent out – many Council members had been assigned sections to report on and were asked to ensure 
that they met the submission deadline of 29 February.   
 
Mr Goodwin reported that the NIAA Strategy, when agreed, would be included in the Review as 
prefacing material in order to show readers the future direction of the Institute; it would also be printed 
as an independent handout that could be distributed at events.  Following further discussion at the HSRC 
Executive Management Board, their 5 Year Review would not be incorporated into NIAA Comprehensive 
Review, as it would now form part of a wider external peer-review process of the entire HSRC which 
would take place later in 2016 and factor into a new HSRC Strategy. 

 
NIAARC/02.2016/12 NIAA ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 
 
12.1 NIAA ASM Programme 

The Council received the programme poster for the ASM. The event is being held on Thursday 14 April, 
and as well as the launch of the CTN will also include presentations from finalists for the inaugural NIAA 
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Research Award.  It was noted that numbers for the event were currently low; all members were asked 
to publicise the ASM through their respective organisations’ websites/newsletters/social media/etc. 
 

ACTION: All Council members to publicise NIAA ASM through their respective organisations. 
 
12.2 NIAA Research Award 

Ms Hines noted that 4 applications had been received so far.  There was some discussion as to whether 
the deadline should be extended by a further month to encourage more applications.  Whilst there were 
factors that supported such a move, it was also noted that it could annoy those applicants who had 
worked hard to meet the deadline.  The item was deferred for further discussion at the NIAA Board in 
the afternoon. 

 
Post-Meeting Note:  It was decided at the NIAA Board not to extend the deadline.  There were ultimately 7 
applications for the Award. 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Prof Mythen mentioned the recently published NIHR bibliometric analysis of highly cited publications 2004-13, 
which informs the next round of awards for biomedical research centres.  According to this publication, UK 
anaesthesia appears to be performing well as it makes up 46% of the top 20% of highly cited publications in 
the world; an impressive position to be in. The Chair agreed to circulate the publication to members.  A 
discussion followed acknowledging that the figures would probably need to be verified, but that this could 
potentially be worth publicising through the College’s communications channels in future. 
 
NIAARC/02.2016/14 DATES OF FUTURE RESEARCH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Tuesday 28 June 2016, 10.30 am, RCoA 
Thursday 8 December 2016, 10.30 am, RCoA 

 

ACTION POINTS 
 

Item Responsible Action Due 

2 
Minutes of the previous 
meeting 

Ms Hines 
Upload the non-confidential 5 November 
2015 minutes to the NIAA website. 

Next 
meeting 

4.1 NIAA Strategy Prof Hopkins Submit suggested minor amendments. 10 Days 

4.2 NIAA Terms of Reference Ms Drake Circulate draft TOR for comment. 18 Feb 

5 NIAA Grants 

Ms Hines 
Check promotion of 2016 John Snow 
Awards. 

ASAP 

Dr Nathanson  
Work on rubric for 2017 John Snow 
Awards. 

November 
2016 

Ms Drake 

6 NIHR Specialty Group 
Prof Sneyd 

Write to Prof Leuwer. ASAP 
Prof Mythen 

11.1 NIAA website links ALL MEMBERS 
Review whether their organisation site 
links to NIAA and add link if not. 

ASAP 

11.2 
NIAA Comprehensive 
Review 2014-15 

ALL MEMBERS Provide articles by deadline if assigned. 29 Feb 

12.1 
NIAA Annual Scientific 
Meeting 

ALL MEMBERS 
Publicise ASM through organisation’s 
websites, newsletters, social media, etc. 

ASAP 

 


